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1
METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR FUEL VAPOR
MANAGEMENT

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application is a continuation-in-part of U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 13/660,884, “METHOD AND
SYSTEM FOR FUEL VAPOR MANAGEMENT,” filed on
Oct. 25, 2012, the entire contents of which are hereby incor-
porated by reference for all purposes.

FIELD

The present application relates to methods for controlling
crankcase ventilation in boosted engines.

BACKGROUND/SUMMARY

Vehicle emission control systems may be configured to
store fuel vapors from fuel tank refueling and diurnal engine
operations in a charcoal canister. During a subsequent engine
operation, the stored vapors can be purged into the engine
where they are combusted. Various approaches may be used
to generate vacuum for drawing in the fuel vapors. For
example, an intake manifold vacuum generated during engine
spinning can be used to draw in the stored fuel vapors. As
another example, boosted intake air may be directly or indi-
rectly used to purge the fuel vapors. Yet another example
approach is shown by Ulrey et al. in U.S. Pat. No. 8,109,259.
Therein, compressed air is directed through a crankcase to
yield a crankcase effluent. Then, crankcase effluent is com-
bined with the effluent from the canister which includes the
stored fuel vapors. The combined effluent is then purged to
the engine intake.

The inventors herein have recognized that such approaches
may have limited performance during conditions when mani-
fold pressure (or MAP) is at or near atmospheric conditions
(or BP). In particular, during such conditions, the amount of
vacuum available for purging the fuel vapors may be low,
leading to a large vacuum valley. The reduction in the amount
of purge vacuum available may lead to incomplete purging
and degraded emissions. Further, in some examples, fuel
economy may be sacrificed in order to increase vacuum for
fuel purging, e.g. by forcing an engine re-start on an HEV by
reducing use of variable camshaft timing or variable valve lift.
Still other approaches may employ electric pumps for vapor
purge in order to avoid this fuel economy penalty. However,
such pumps may be expensive, and the electricity to power
them may increase parasitic loads which degrade fuel
economy. Further, during conditions when boost pressure is
lower, compressed air may not be adequate to purge the
crankcase.

In one example, some of the above issues may be at least
partly addressed by a method for a boosted engine compris-
ing: during boosted conditions, drawing vacuum at a first
aspirator using compressor bypass flow. Then, during non-
boosted conditions, the method includes enhancing intake
manifold vacuum by drawing vacuum at a second aspirator
using intake throttle bypass flow. Further, during both condi-
tions, the method includes applying the drawn vacuum to
purge fuel vapors from each of a canister and a crankcase to
the intake manifold. In this way, one or more aspirators can be
used to enhance low intake manifold vacuum and improve
purging efficiency.

In another example, a method for a boosted engine may
comprise, during boosted conditions, generating a vacuum at
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a first ejector using compressor bypass air flow, applying the
vacuum to a crankcase to draw fuel vapors into the first
ejector, and during cruising conditions and while drawing the
vapors to the first ejector, flowing additional fuel vapors from
the crankcase to the intake manifold via a crankcase ventila-
tion valve. In this way, during lower boost conditions, addi-
tional fuel vapors from the crankcase may be purged.

As an example, during non-boosted conditions, fuel vapors
(from a fuel tank) previously stored in a canister may be
drawn into an engine intake along with fuel vapors from a
crankcase. In particular, both the canister vapors and the
crankcase gases may be drawn into the intake manifold in a
first, common direction using intake manifold vacuum.
Optionally, the intake manifold vacuum may be enhanced
(e.g., when manifold pressure is substantially at atmospheric
pressure) by flowing at least a portion of intake air through an
aspirator coupled in a throttle bypass and drawing additional
vacuum at the aspirator. Alternatively, the intake manifold
vacuum may be harnessed by flowing crankcase gases
through an aspirator and drawing additional vacuum at the
aspirator. In this way, throttle bypass flow is used to draw in
the fuel vapors during non-boosted conditions.

During boosted conditions, fuel vapors from the canister
and the crankcase may be drawn into a compressor inlet using
vacuum generated at an aspirator coupled in a compressor
bypass. Therein, both the canister vapors and the crankcase
gases may be drawn into the intake manifold via the compres-
sor inlet in the first, common direction. In this way, compres-
sor bypass flow is used to draw in the fuel vapors during
boosted conditions.

Further, during boosted conditions with lower levels of
boost, such as during cruising conditions, a shallow vacuum
(e.g., manifold pressure lower than barometric within a
threshold) may exist in the intake manifold. In these condi-
tions, while fuel vapors from the crankcase may be drawn into
the compressor inlet using vacuum generated at the aspirator
coupled in the compressor bypass, additional fuel vapors may
be drawn from the crankcase directly into the intake manifold
using manifold vacuum.

In this way, one or more aspirators coupled to an engine
system may be advantageously used to provide additional
vacuum for purging canister and crankcase fuel vapors. By
using throttle bypass flow or crankcase flow to generate
vacuum at an aspirator during non-boosted conditions, intake
manifold vacuum can be enhanced during conditions when a
large vacuum valley would otherwise occur. By using a com-
pressor bypass flow to generate vacuum at a different aspira-
tor during boosted conditions, the generated vacuum can be
used to draw the canister and crankcase fuel vapors into the
intake manifold while flowing the vapors in the same direc-
tion as during non-boosted conditions. Further, the crankcase
may be evacuated of fuel vapors even during conditions with
lower boost. The common handling of fuel vapors from the
canister and the crankcase, as well as the unidirectional flow
of'the vapors during both boosted and non-boosted conditions
reduces system complexity and enables component reduction
benefits to be achieved without degrading purging efficiency.
For example, a single oil separator can be used at the crank-
case. By using an existing air flow to generate a purging
vacuum at the aspirators, the need for dedicated vacuum
pumps is reduced, reducing related parasitic loads. Overall,
emissions performance is improved without reducing fuel
economy.

Itwill be understood that the summary above is provided to
introduce in simplified form a selection of concepts that are
further described in the detailed description, which follows. It
is not meant to identify key or essential features of the
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claimed subject matter, the scope of which is defined by the
claims that follow the detailed description. Further, the
claimed subject matter is not limited to implementations that
solve any disadvantages noted above or in any part of this
disclosure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The subject matter of the present disclosure will be better
understood from reading the following detailed description of
non-limiting embodiments, with reference to the attached
drawings, wherein:

FIGS. 1-3 show example embodiments of an engine sys-
tem configured for using multiple aspirators to enhance a
manifold vacuum available for combined purging of fuel
vapors from a fuel system and a crankcase ventilation system.

FIG. 4 shows a map illustrating an example change in
manifold vacuum valley upon use of the multiple aspirators of
FIGS. 1-3.

FIG. 5 illustrates a method for generating vacuum at the
multiple aspirators of FIGS. 1-5 during boosted and non-
boosted engine operating conditions to enable common han-
dling of fuel vapor purge and crankcase ventilation.

FIGS. 6, 7 and 8 show additional example embodiments of
an engine system capable of enhancing crankcase ventilation.

FIG. 9 shows an example method for crankcase ventilation
during boosted engine operation under cruising conditions.

FIG. 10 depicts an example operation including crankcase
ventilation during different engine conditions.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Methods and systems are provided for enhancing manifold
vacuum during boosted and non-boosted engine operating
conditions using vacuum generated at multiple aspirators
coupled to an engine system (such as the aspirators and
engine system of FIGS. 1-3, and 6-8). A controller may be
configured to perform a control routine, such as the example
routine of FIG. 5, to divert a portion of compressed air
through a first aspirator during boosted conditions while
diverting a portion of intake air through a second aspirator
during non-boosted conditions to enhance vacuum generated
for purging operations. Further, a crankcase flow can be har-
nessed through an aspirator to enhance an intake manifold
vacuum. The enhanced vacuum may then be used to jointly
draw fuel vapors from both a fuel system canister and a
crankcase ventilation system. In this way, an intake manifold
vacuum can be enhanced (FIG. 4) to improve purging effi-
ciency. Further still, during conditions when engine boost is
lowered, purging of a crankcase may occur simultaneously
into a compressor inlet and into an intake manifold (FIG. 9).
The engine system may be purged during boosted conditions,
non-boosted conditions as well as conditions with lower
boost (FIG. 10). By coordinating and combining fuel vapor
purging with crankcase ventilation, synergistic benefits are
achieved.

The subject matter of the present disclosure is now
described by way of example and with reference to certain
illustrated embodiments. Components that may be substan-
tially the same in two or more embodiments are identified
coordinately and are described with minimal repetition. It
will be noted, however, that components identified coordi-
nately in different embodiments ofthe present disclosure may
be at least partly different. It will be further noted that the
drawings included in this disclosure are schematic. Views of
the illustrated embodiments are generally not drawn to scale;
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aspect ratios, feature size, and numbers of features may be
purposely distorted to make selected features or relationships
easier to see.

Referring now to FIG. 1, it shows aspects of an example
engine system 100 for a motor vehicle. The engine system is
configured for combusting fuel vapor accumulated in at least
one component thereof. Engine system 100 includes a multi-
cylinder internal combustion engine, generally depicted at
10, which may be included in a propulsion system of an
automotive vehicle. Engine 10 may be controlled at least
partially by a control system including controller 12 and by
input from a vehicle operator 130 via an input device 132. In
this example, input device 132 includes an accelerator pedal
and a pedal position sensor 134 for generating a proportional
pedal position signal PP.

Engine 10 includes an air intake throttle 20 fluidly coupled
to an engine intake manifold 144 along an intake passage 142.
Air may enter intake passage 142 from an air intake system
(AIS) including an air cleaner 33 in communication with the
vehicle’s environment. A position of throttle 20 may be varied
by controller 12 via a signal provided to an electric motor or
actuator included with the throttle 20, a configuration that is
commonly referred to as electronic throttle control (ETC). In
this manner, the throttle 20 may be operated to vary the intake
air provided to intake manifold 144 and the plurality of cyl-
inders therein. A mass air flow sensor 58 may be coupled in
intake passage 142 for providing a signal regarding mass air
flow (MAF). A manifold air pressure sensor 162 may be
coupled to intake manifold 144 for providing a signal regard-
ing manifold air pressure (MAP) to controller 12.

Engine system 100 may further include a turbocharger
compressor 14 for providing a boosted intake aircharge to
intake manifold 144. Compressor 14 may be mechanically
coupledto and driven by a turbine powered by hot exhaust gas
flowing from the engine. In the configuration illustrated in
FIG. 1, the turbocharger compressor also draws fresh air from
air cleaner 33 and flows compressed air through intercooler
18. The intercooler cools the compressed air, which then
flows via throttle 20 to intake manifold 144.

A compressor bypass 135 may be coupled across compres-
sor 14 to divert a portion of intake air compressed by com-
pressor 14 back upstream of the compressor. An amount of air
diverted through compressor bypass 135 may be controlled
by opening compressor bypass valve (CBV) 106. By control-
ling CBV 106, and varying an amount of air diverted through
the compressor bypass 135, a boost pressure provided down-
stream of the compressor can be regulated. This enables boost
control and surge control. Further, regulation of the CBV 106
may de-pressurize the volume of air present between com-
pressor 14 and throttle 20 to eliminate audible noise issues,
etc. A compressor inlet pressure sensor 160 is coupled imme-
diately upstream of the compressor for providing a signal
regarding compressor inlet pressure (CIP) to controller 12.

A first aspirator 116 may be coupled to compressor bypass
135. In particular, first aspirator 116 may be positioned in a
first conduit 138 coupled across compressor bypass 135.
Thus, by varying an opening of CBV 106, an amount of
compressed air diverted through compressor bypass 135 and
first aspirator 116 may be varied. An aspirator may also be
termed an ejector, a venturi, or a jet pump. As such, the ejector
may be a passive vacuum generation device. In some embodi-
ments, first conduit 138 may further include a first aspirator
control valve 122 positioned upstream of an inlet of first
aspirator 116 for varying a flow rate of air flowing through
first aspirator 116. For example, during a boost pressure
build-up period, first aspirator control valve 122 may be
closed to expedite boost pressure build-up (and thereby
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reduce turbo lag). In comparison, by opening first aspirator
control valve 122 when boost increase is not required,
vacuum generation can be restored once sufficient boost pres-
sure has been established. In one example, first aspirator
control valve 122 is closed only when a vehicle operator
initially (and heavily) applies an accelerator pedal. In this
way, during boosted conditions, vacuum is drawn at the first
aspirator using compress bypass flow. As such, if first aspi-
rator control valve 122 was actuated open at all times, there
may be a reduction in the rate of build of intake manifold
pressure during a transient when maximum engine output is
being requested.

Engine system 100 may include one or more vacuum con-
sumption devices that are vacuum-actuated. As an example,
engine system 100 may include a brake booster 140 coupled
to vehicle wheel brakes (not shown). Brake booster 140,
including a brake booster vacuum reservoir 184, may be
coupled to intake manifold 144 via check valve 73. Check
valve 73 allows air to flow to intake manifold 144 from brake
booster 140 and limits air flow to brake booster 140 from
intake manifold 144. Brake booster 140 may include a
vacuum reservoir 184 (or vacuum cavity) behind a diaphragm
183 of the brake booster for amplifying a force provided by a
vehicle operator 130 via a brake pedal 152 for applying
vehicle wheel brakes (not shown).

Vacuum reservoir 184 may also receive vacuum from aspi-
rator 30 or intake manifold 144. In particular, a portion of
intake air may flow from upstream of intake throttle 20 into
intake manifold 144 via conduit 137. While flowing through
conduit 137, the air may pass through aspirator 30, generating
vacuum at the aspirator’s vacuum inlet. A portion of intake air
diverted through aspirator 30, and consequently a vacuum
generated at aspirator 30, may be controlled by conduit valve
60. Further, a check valve 56 coupled between the aspirator’s
vacuum inlet and brake booster 140 may prevent backflow of
vacuum from the brake booster reservoir 184 towards aspira-
tor 30. A vacuum level at brake booster 140 may be estimated
by pressure sensor 146.

Intake manifold 144 is configured to supply intake air or an
air-fuel mixture to a plurality of combustion chambers of
engine 10. The combustion chambers may be arranged above
a lubricant-filled crankcase 114, in which reciprocating pis-
tons of the combustion chambers rotate a crankshaft. The
reciprocating pistons may be substantially isolated from the
crankcase via one or more piston rings, which suppress the
flow of'the air-fuel mixture and of combustion gasses into the
crankcase. Nevertheless, a significant amount of fuel vapor,
un-burned air, and exhaust gases may ‘blow by’ the piston
rings and enter the crankcase over time. Additional blow by
gases may enter the crankcase via leaking past the intake and
exhaust valve seals. To reduce the degrading effects of the fuel
vapor on the viscosity of the engine lubricant and to reduce
the discharge of the vapor into the atmosphere, the crankcase
may be continuously or periodically ventilated, as further
described hereinafter. Purging the gases in the crankcase may
reduce the humidity in the crankcase. As such, humidity and
subsequent water condensation in the crankcase may be a
pre-cursor to engine sludge formation. In the configuration
shown in FIG. 1, crankcase ventilation valve 28 controls the
purging of fuel vapors from the crankcase into the intake
manifold along crankcase ventilation line 80.

In one embodiment, crankcase ventilation valve 28 may be
aone-way passive valve that provides continual evacuation of
crankcase gases from inside the crankcase 114 before con-
necting to the intake manifold 144. The one-way valve may
seal when flow through crankcase ventilation line 80 would
tend to flow in the opposite direction. In another embodiment,

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

crankcase ventilation valve 28 may be a valve that varies its
flow restriction in response to the pressure drop across it (or
flow rate through it). In still other examples, the crankcase
ventilation valve may be an electronically controlled valve.
Therein, controller 12 may command a signal to change a
position of the valve from an open position (or a position of
high flow) to a closed position (or a position of low flow), or
vice versa, or any position therebetween.

It will be appreciated that, as used herein, crankcase ven-
tilation flow refers to the flow of fuel vapor and gases from the
crankcase to the intake manifold along ventilation line 80.
Similarly, as used herein, crankcase backflow refers to the
flow of fuel vapors and gases along ventilation line 80 from
the intake manifold to the crankcase. Backflow may occur
when intake manifold pressure is higher than crankcase pres-
sure (e.g., during boosted engine operation). In some embodi-
ments, a check valve 54 may be coupled between intake
manifold 144 and crankcase 114, along ventilation line 80, for
preventing crankcase backflow. A pressure of fuel vapors in
crankcase 114 may be determined by crankcase pressure
sensor 62.

Crankcase 114 may include one or more oil separators 96
for separating oil from the crankcase vapors (or “blow by
gas”) before the vapors are purged to intake manifold 144.
Only one oil separator 96 is included because the configura-
tion shown in FIG. 1 enables unidirectional crankcase venti-
lation, as described below.

When BP>MAP (e.g., during non-boosted conditions),
fresh air is drawn into crankcase 114 from air cleaner 33 along
vent tube 178. Crankcase fuel vapors and gases are then
vented out in a first direction along ventilation line 80,
through check valve 54, and into the intake manifold 144
using intake manifold vacuum. Then, when MAP>BP (e.g.,
during boosted conditions), the crankcase fuel vapors are
drawn in the same, first direction along ventilation line 80
using vacuum generated at first aspirator 116. As such,
boosted conditions may be present when a pressure at an inlet
of'throttle 20 (e.g., throttle inlet pressure or TIP) is higher than
apressure at an inlet of compressor 14 (e.g., compressor inlet
pressure or CIP). Crankcase fuel vapors may be directed into
the inlet of compressor 14 from first aspirator 116 before
being delivered to intake manifold 144. Check valve 51
coupled in the vacuum line between the compressor inlet and
the crankcase prevents backtflow from the compressor to the
crankcase. In this way, crankcase gases can be drawn into the
intake manifold in the same direction through oil separator 96
during each of boosted and non-boosted conditions, provid-
ing for unidirectional crankcase ventilation. Herein, uni-di-
rectional crankcase ventilation in this context indicates gases
exiting the crankcase 114 via oil separator 96 and not along
vent tube 178. As such, this unidirectional flow enables com-
ponent reduction since only a single oil separator 96 is
required at the outlet of the crankcase to remove oil from the
blow-by gas. In alternate systems, where bi-directional flow
is enabled, the crankcase ventilation tube may conduct flow in
both directions. Therein, by nearly always providing a
vacuum in ventilation line 80, flow in vent tube 178 may
mostly always be from crankcase 114 to air cleaner 33.

It will be appreciated that MAP may be lower than BP even
during boosted conditions based on the position of intake
throttle 20. Boosted conditions may be measured by a throttle
inlet pressure sensor (not shown in FIGS. 1, 2, and 3) posi-
tioned downstream of compressor 14 and upstream of intake
throttle 20. For example, boosted conditions may include
those where MAP>BP and throttle inlet pressure (TIP) is also
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greater than CIP (TIP>CIP). Non-boosted conditions may
include TIP being substantially equal to BP. TIP may also be
referred to as boost pressure.

Engine system 100 further includes fuel tank 26, which
stores a volatile liquid fuel combusted in engine 10. To avoid
emission of fuel vapors from the fuel tank and into the atmo-
sphere, the fuel tank is vented to the atmosphere through
adsorbent canister 22. The adsorbent canister may have a
significant capacity for storing hydrocarbon-, alcohol-, and/
or ester-based fuels in an adsorbed state; it may be filled with
activated carbon granules and/or another high surface-area
material, for example. Nevertheless, prolonged adsorption of
fuel vapor will eventually reduce the capacity of the adsorbent
canister for further storage. Therefore, the adsorbent canister
may be periodically purged of adsorbed fuel, as further
described hereinafter. In the configuration shown in FIG. 1,
canister purge valve 118 controls the purging of fuel vapors
from the canister into the intake manifold along purge line 82.
Check valve 52 coupled in purge line 82 prevents backflow
from intake manifold 144 into canister 22.

When purging conditions are met, such as when the canis-
ter is saturated, vapors stored in fuel vapor canister 22 may be
purged to intake manifold 144 by opening canister purge
valve 118. While a single canister 22 is shown, it will be
appreciated that any number of canisters may be coupled in
engine system 100. In one example, canister purge valve 118
may be a solenoid valve wherein opening or closing of the
valve is performed via actuation of a canister purge solenoid.
Canister 22 further includes a vent 117 for routing gases out
of'the canister 22 to the atmosphere when storing, or trapping,
fuel vapors from fuel tank 26. Vent 117 may also allow fresh
air to be drawn into fuel vapor canister 22 when purging
stored fuel vapors to intake manifold 144 via purge line 82
and purge valve 118. While this example shows vent 117
communicating with fresh, unheated air, various modifica-
tions may also be used. Vent 117 may include a canister vent
valve 120 to adjust a flow of air and vapors between canister
22 and the atmosphere. Also a vapor blocking valve (not
shown) may be positioned between fuel tank 26 and fuel
vapor canister 22. Further a fuel tank pressure transducer (not
shown) may be coupled in the line between fuel tank 26 and
fuel vapor canister 22.

When BP>MAP (e.g., during non-boosted conditions),
fuel vapors are drawn from canister 22 in a first direction
along purge line 82 into the intake manifold 144, using intake
manifold vacuum. Then, when TIP>CIP (e.g., during boosted
conditions), the crankcase fuel vapors are drawn in the same,
first direction along purge line 82 into the compressor inlet
using vacuum generated at first aspirator 116. The fuel vapors
are then purged to the intake manifold. Thus, both crankcase
gases and fuel vapors can be commonly handled and drawn
into the intake manifold together, and in the same direction,
during each of boosted and un-boosted conditions. In this
way, the embodiment of FIG. 1 uses compressor bypass flow
to generate vacuum at a first aspirator during boosted condi-
tions and uses the generated vacuum to purge each of canister
fuel vapors and crankcase gases to an engine intake during the
boosted conditions. Further, the embodiment uses intake
manifold vacuum to purge each of the canister fuel vapors and
crankcase gases to the engine intake during non-boosted con-
ditions.

Controller 12 may be configured as a microcomputer
including a microprocessor unit, input/output ports, an elec-
tronic storage medium for executable programs and calibra-
tion values, random access memory, keep alive memory, and
a data bus. Controller 12 may receive various signals from
sensors 16 coupled to engine 10 such as MAF sensor 58;
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MAP sensor 162, crankcase ventilation pressure sensor 62;
CIP sensor 160, throttle inlet pressure (TIP) sensor (660
shown in FIGS. 6-8); brake booster pressure sensor 146, etc.
Furthermore, controller 12 may monitor and adjust the posi-
tion of various actuators 81 based on input received from the
various sensors. These actuators may include, for example,
throttle 20, intake and exhaust valve systems, canister purge
valve 118, canister vent valve 117, crankcase ventilation
valve 28, CBV 106, aspirator control valves 122 and 60, and
compressor 14. Storage medium read-only memory in con-
troller 12 can be programmed with computer readable data
representing instructions executable by a processor for per-
forming the methods described below, as well as other vari-
ants that are anticipated but not specifically listed. Example
methods and routines are described herein with reference to
FIGS. 5 and 9.

Now turning to FIG. 2, an alternate embodiment 200 of
engine system 10 is shown where the intake manifold vacuum
is enhanced during non-boosted conditions by an aspirator
coupled across an intake throttle. In particular, a second aspi-
rator 216 is positioned in conduit 238 coupled across intake
throttle 20, herein also referred to as throttle bypass 238. A
throttle bypass valve 222 may be opened to divert a portion of
intake air received from air cleaner 33 from upstream of
throttle 20, through conduit 238, to intake manifold 144,
downstream of throttle 20. Air flowing through throttle
bypass 238 may flow from an inlet of second aspirator 216 to
an aspirator outlet. Flow through the aspirator may be har-
nessed into vacuum that is drawn from a vacuum inlet of
second aspirator 216. By adjusting an amount of air diverted
through throttle bypass 238, an amount of vacuum generated
at second aspirator 216 may be varied.

The vacuum generated at second aspirator 216 may be used
in conjunction with the intake manifold vacuum during non-
boosted conditions to draw fuel vapors from each of the
crankcase and the canister into the engine intake manifold
144 for purging. Check valve 70 coupled to the vacuum inlet
of second aspirator 216 prevents backflow into the aspirator.
By using an aspirator enhanced intake manifold vacuum, a
vacuum valley that would otherwise be created when MAP
approaches or is at BP can be reduced. As further elaborated
with reference to FIG. 4, by reducing the manifold vacuum
valley, a purging efficiency is improved and a vacuum pump
requirement (for meeting the vacuum need in the vacuum
valley) is significantly reduced.

A further embodiment 300 of engine system 10 is shown
with reference to FIG. 3 wherein the engine system includes
athird aspirator for enhancing the intake manifold vacuum. In
particular, a third aspirator 316 is coupled in crankcase ven-
tilation line 80 between an outlet of the crankcase 114 and
intake manifold 144. During non-boosted conditions, intake
air is drawn from downstream of air cleaner 33 into crankcase
114 along vent tube 178 and from there the crankcase gases
are vented to a compressor inlet along ventilation line 80. The
crankcase flow is harnessed by positioning third aspirator 316
in ventilation line 80 so that all crankcase flow is directed
through third aspirator 316. In one embodiment, third aspi-
rator 316 may be similar to a sonic choke wherein the need for
a dedicated ventilation valve (such as valve 28 of FIGS. 1-2)
is reduced. In the depicted embodiment where the third aspi-
rator has the properties of a sonic choke, with a pressure drop
of approximately 10 kPa, the sonic choke may result in a
constant flow rate at all pressure drops in excess of 10 kPa, for
example.

During non-boosted conditions, the vacuum generated at
third aspirator 316 is then used, in addition to the vacuum
generated at first aspirator 116, to draw each of the crankcase
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and canister fuel vapors into the engine intake manifold. By
enhancing the vacuum generated by the intake manifold
vacuum with vacuum generated by harnessing crankcase
flow, a vacuum required for purging fuel vapors can be met, in
particular during conditions when a manifold vacuum valley
may otherwise occur, without needing a dedicated vacuum
pump. During boosted conditions, a compressor bypass flow
may be harnessed at first aspirator 116 and used to draw each
of purge fuel vapors from the canister and crankcase gases
from the crankcase along purge line 82 and ventilation line 80
into an inlet of compressor 14. It will be appreciated that fuel
vapors from both the canister and the crankcase are drawn
into the intake manifold in a common direction during non-
boosted operation. Likewise, fuel vapors from both the can-
ister and the crankcase are drawn into the compressor inlet in
a common direction during boosted operation. As such the
configuration enables crankcase gases to flow out of the
crankcase in a common direction during both boosted and
non-boosted conditions, thereby allowing use of a single oil
separator 96 at the outlet of the crankcase. In comparison,
multiple oil separators would have been required at each end
of'the crankcase if'bi-directional flow were configured. Thus,
the configuration not only allows for common handling of
canister fuel vapors and crankcase gases, but also provides
component reduction benefits.

While FIG. 2 shows enhancing a purge vacuum provided
by the intake manifold with vacuum generated using throttle
bypass flow and FIG. 3 shows enhancing a purge vacuum
provided by the intake manifold with vacuum generated using
crankcase flow, in still further embodiments, engine system
may be configured to include each of second aspirator 216 (of
FIG. 2) and third aspirator 316 (of FIG. 3) so that the purge
vacuum can be enhanced with each of throttle bypass flow and
crankcase flow.

It will be appreciated that the engine embodiments of
FIGS. 1 and 2 depict the first aspirator 116 drawing fuel
vapors from crankcase 114 through crankcase ventilation
valve 28. In the embodiment of FIG. 3, fuel vapors from the
crankcase flow through third aspirator 316 before flowing
into first aspirator 116. Thus, either the crankcase ventilation
valve 28 or the third aspirator 316 (or a sonic choke as third
aspirator) may constrain a flow rate of fuel vapors exiting
crankcase 114 from oil separator 96. Further still, either the
crankcase ventilation valve 28 or the third aspirator 316 (or a
sonic choke as third aspirator) may reduce (e.g., limit) the
flow rate of fuel vapors from crankcase 114 into each of first
aspirator 116 and second aspirator 216.

In this way, the system of FIGS. 1-3 enable vacuum to be
drawn at a first aspirator using compressor bypass flow during
boosted conditions while enabling intake manifold vacuum to
be enhanced by drawing vacuum at a second aspirator using
intake throttle bypass flow and/or at a third aspirator using
crankcase flow, during non-boosted conditions. Then, during
both the boosted and non-boosted conditions, the drawn
vacuum can be applied to purge fuel vapors from each of a
canister and a crankcase to the intake manifold. By merging
the fuel vapors from the canister into a common purge line,
purging of the canister can be better coordinated with venting
of the crankcase. By drawing vapors from the canister and
vapors from the crankcase in a common direction through an
oil separator (that is, unidirectional flow), during both
boosted and non-boosted conditions, component reduction
benefits can be achieved, such as by lowering the requirement
for multiple oil separators.

An example of how the embodiment of FIGS. 2-3 enables
an intake manifold vacuum to be enhanced is show with
reference to FIG. 4. Specifically, map 400 includes an upper
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plot 401 depicting pressure along the y-axis and a pressure
ratio along the x-axis. The lower plot 402 depicts vacuum
along the y-axis and a pressure ratio along the x-axis. Upper
plot 408 depicts throttle inlet pressure (TIP) if a boosting
device wastegate were closed at plot 408, and throttle inlet
pressure if the boosting device wastegate were controlled to
keep TIP at a constant level above MAP at plot 407.

When manifold pressure MAP (plot 406) is below baro-
metric pressure BP (dashed line), the engine may be operating
throttled (or non-boosted). During such conditions, a purge
vacuum for canister purging and crankcase ventilation may
be provided by the intake manifold vacuum (plot 410) or by
an aspirator that sources air at BP (or TIP) and exhausts air at
MAP, such as second aspirator 216 of F1G. 2 (plot 414). When
using MAP alone for providing vacuum (plot 410), the avail-
able purge vacuum goes to zero when MAP is at barometric
pressure. When manifold pressure MAP (plot 406) is above
barometric pressure BP (dashed line), the engine may be
operating boosted. During such conditions, a purge vacuum
for canister purging and crankcase ventilation may be pro-
vided by first aspirator 116 (FIG. 1) coupled to the compres-
sor bypass (plot 412). In particular, first aspirator 116 that
runs on boost air sources air at throttle inlet pressure (TIP,
407) and exhausts at compressor inlet pressure (CIP). Con-
sequently, it may begin to contribute vacuum as soon as TIP
gets above CIP. Further, the motive flow results from the
difference between plot 407 and CIP on graph 401, and pro-
duces vacuum curve 412. In other words, plot 414 shows the
vacuum enhancement resulting from use of an aspirator that
runs from BP to MAP, while plot 412 shows vacuum enhance-
ment resulting from use of an aspirator that runs from TIP to
CIP.

A second aspirator coupled to the throttle bypass may also
be used during non-boosted conditions to provide a purge
vacuum. As such, by itself, the second aspirator may provide
vacuum that follow a profile shown at plot 414. As MAP
approaches BP, the intake manifold vacuum drops, until there
is insufficient vacuum for purging when MAP=BP (when
pressure ratio is 1). In addition, during such conditions, nei-
ther the first aspirator nor the second aspirator has sufficient
vacuum for enabling purge. As a result, a vacuum valley 416
is created when MAP is at BP. This drop in purge vacuum
availability when MAP is at BP leads to a corresponding drop
in purging efficiency, degrading emissions.

The second aspirator (such as aspirator 216 of FIG. 2)
placed between TIP and MAP is powered from the pressure
difference (shown on graph 401) of TIP 407 and MAP 406.
By using this pressure difference which is maintained as
constant (in steady state), a vacuum may be provided that
bridges the valley (418). In particular, vacuum valley 418 may
result from TIP minus MAP. Since the second aspirator rely-
ing on the TIP minus MAP pressure difference has a greater
pressure difference than the first aspirator relying on the TIP
minus CIP pressure difference, it may be able to better bridge
vacuum valley 418. That is, plot 418 shows the vacuum
enhancement resulting from use of an aspirator that runs from
TIP to MAP.

By using the second aspirator in conjunction with the
intake manifold vacuum, the intake vacuum can be enhanced,
as shown by dotted line 418, allowing sufficient purge
vacuum to be available even during those conditions.

Now turning to FIG. 5, an example method 500 is shown
for operating an engine system with a plurality of aspirators to
enhance a vacuum used for purging fuel vapors from a can-
ister and a crankcase together to an intake manifold. By using
vacuum from the aspirators, a purge vacuum requirement can
be met without incurring fuel economy penalties.
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At 502, the method includes estimating and/or measuring
engine operating parameters. These may include, for
example, an engine speed, engine temperature, catalyst tem-
perature, MAP, MAF, BP, canister load, vacuum level in a
vacuum reservoir coupled to a vacuum consumption device,
etc. At 504, it may be determined if canister purging condi-
tions have been met. In one example, canister purging condi-
tions may be considered met if a canister hydrocarbon load
(as determined or inferred) is higher than a threshold load. In
another example, purging conditions may be considered met
if a threshold duration or distance of travel has elapsed since
a last canister purging operation.

If purging conditions are confirmed, the routine moves to
506 to determine if boosted engine conditions are present. For
example, MAP may be compared to BP to determine if
boosted conditions are present. If boosted conditions are
present, the routine proceeds to perform a purging operation
under boosted conditions at 508-510, as elaborated below.
Else, if boosted conditions are not present, then the routine
proceeds to perform a purging operating under non-boosted
conditions at 512-514, as elaborated below.

If boosted conditions are confirmed, at 508, the routine
includes flowing a portion of intake air compressed by a
compressor through a first aspirator coupled across the com-
pressor bypass, upstream of the engine intake manifold. In
particular, a compressor bypass flow may be directed through
the first aspirator and harnessed to generate vacuum. The first
aspirator may be positioned in a conduit coupled across a
compress bypass. Drawing vacuum at the first aspirator using
compressor bypass flow may include opening a first valve to
divert a portion of compressed intake air from downstream of
the compressor, through the conduit and through the first
aspirator, to upstream of the compressor. An amount of
vacuum drawn at the first aspirator may be varied by a con-
troller by adjusting a compressor bypass valve opening. In
particular, the amount of vacuum drawn at the first aspirator
may be increased as the compressor bypass valve opening is
increased to divert a larger portion of compressed intake air
through the first aspirator.

At 510, the vacuum drawn at the first aspirator using com-
pressor bypass flow may be applied on a fuel system canister
and a crankcase so that fuel vapors are purged from both the
canister and the crankcase into an inlet of the compressor, for
subsequent purging in the intake manifold. As such, during
the boosted conditions, the fuel vapors from the canister and
the crankcase gases are routed to the intake manifold via the
compressor inlet. Purging fuel vapors from the canister
includes opening a purge valve coupled between the canister
and the intake manifold to draw fuel vapors from the canister
along a purge line into the compressor inlet using the vacuum
drawn at the first aspirator. At the same time, a ventilation
valve may open so that crankcase gases can be drawn into the
compressor inlet, along a ventilation line, into the compressor
inlet using the vacuum drawn at the first aspirator. As shown
at FIGS. 1-3, the purge line and ventilation line may merge so
that fuel vapors from both the canister and the crankcase are
merged into a common vacuum line and drawn into the com-
pressor inlet along a first, common direction during the
boosted conditions. This enables common handling of both
vapors. Fuel vapors ingested at the compressor inlet may then
be delivered to the intake manifold for subsequent combus-
tion. Both vapors may be ingested substantially at atmo-
spheric pressure. An opening of the purge valve may be based
on a combustion air-to-fuel ratio desired at the engine and a
position of the crankcase ventilation valve coupled between
the crankcase and the intake manifold.
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Returning to 506, if boosted engine conditions are not
confirmed, then at 512, the routine includes applying an
intake manifold vacuum on the canister and the crankcase to
draw in fuel vapors for purging. As such, during the non-
boosted conditions, the fuel vapors from the canister and the
crankcase are routed to the intake manifold directly. Purging
fuel vapors from the canister includes opening the purge valve
coupled between the canister and the intake manifold to draw
fuel vapors from the canister along the purge line into the
intake manifold using intake manifold vacuum generated by
the spinning engine. Atthe same time, a ventilation valve may
open so that crankcase gases can be drawn into the intake
manifold, along the ventilation line, into the intake manifold.
As shown at FIGS. 1-3, the purge line and ventilation line may
merge so that fuel vapors from both the canister and the
crankcase are merged into a common vacuum line and drawn
into the intake manifold along the first, common direction
during the non-boosted conditions. This enables common
handling of both vapors. An opening of the purge valve may
be based on a combustion air-to-fuel ratio desired at the
engine and a position of the crankcase ventilation valve
coupled between the crankcase and the intake manifold. For
example, the purge valve opening may be based on whether
the ventilation valve is in a high flow or low flow position.

Optionally, at 514, an intake manifold vacuum may be
enhanced. As elaborated above, during the boosted condi-
tions, the first aspirator in the compressor bypass provides the
vacuum required for both fuel vapor purge and crankcase
ventilation. Then, during non-boosted conditions, manifold
vacuum is used to provide the vacuum required for both the
fuel vapor purge and crankcase ventilation. However, during
conditions when MAP is substantially at barometric pressure
(BP), there may be insufficient manifold vacuum as well as
not enough vacuum at the first aspirator. This leads to a
vacuum valley. The lower vacuum availability during these
conditions can reduce purging efficiency. As such, if the can-
ister is not sufficiently purged and the crankcase is not prop-
erly ventilated, exhaust emissions may be degraded.

The intake manifold vacuum may be selectively enhanced
by drawing vacuum at a second aspirator using intake throttle
bypass flow. The second aspirator may be positioned in a
conduit (or throttle bypass) coupled across an intake throttle.
Drawing vacuum at the second aspirator using throttle bypass
flow may include opening a second valve to divert a portion of
intake air from upstream of the throttle, through the conduit
and the second aspirator, to downstream of the throttle. An
amount of vacuum drawn at the second aspirator may be
varied by a controller by adjusting a throttle bypass valve
opening, the amount of vacuum drawn at the second aspirator
increased as the throttle bypass valve opening is increased.
Additionally, or alternatively, the intake manifold vacuum
may be enhanced by flowing fuel vapors from the crankcase
to the intake manifold via a third aspirator. The vacuum drawn
at the third aspirator may then be applied on the canister to
purge fuel vapors from the canister to the intake manifold. In
this way, crankcase flow can be harnessed for enhancing
intake manifold vacuum.

In one example, when operating an engine boosted, a con-
troller may draw fuel vapors in a first direction from each of
a fuel system canister and a crankcase into an engine intake
manifold using vacuum drawn at a first aspirator coupled to a
compressor. In particular, a portion of compressed air may be
diverted from downstream of a compressor to upstream of the
compressor via a first conduit (or compressor bypass)
coupled across the compressor. The diverted portion of com-
pressed air may be flowed through the first aspirator coupled
in the first conduit, and vacuum may be drawn from the first
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aspirator. This vacuum generated at the first aspirator using
the compressor bypass flow is then used as a purge vacuum
during boosted conditions. Fuel vapors may be routed to the
intake manifold via the compressor inlet. Herein, a flow rate
of compressed air flow diverted through the first aspirator is
independent of a position of the intake throttle. The portion of
compressed air diverted through the first aspirator in the first
conduit may be varied by adjusting a first valve coupled in the
first conduit, upstream of the first aspirator. In this way, the
purge vacuum generated can be varied.

In comparison, when operating the engine non-boosted,
the controller may draw fuel vapors from each of the canister
and the crankcase in the first direction into the intake mani-
fold using intake manifold vacuum. Fuel vapors may be
routed to the intake manifold directly. Further, the intake
manifold vacuum may be selectively enhanced using vacuum
drawn at a second aspirator coupled to an intake throttle. In
particular, a portion of intake air may be diverted from
upstream of an intake throttle to downstream of the throttle
via a second conduit (or throttle bypass) coupled across the
throttle. The diverted portion of intake air may be flowed
through the second aspirator coupled in the second conduit,
and vacuum may be drawn from the second aspirator. The
portion of intake air diverted through the second aspirator in
the second conduit may be varied by adjusting a second valve
coupled in the second conduit, upstream of the second aspi-
rator. Herein, a flow rate of intake air diverted through the
second aspirator may be based on the position of the intake
throttle.

Additionally, or optionally, the intake manifold vacuum
may be selectively enhanced using vacuum drawn at a third
aspirator coupled to the crankcase. In particular, crankcase
gases and fuel vapors may be drawn into the intake manifold
using the intake manifold vacuum along a ventilation line and
via the third aspirator. The crankcase gases may be routed to
the intake manifold through the third aspirator, and vacuum
may be drawn from the third aspirator. Fuel vapors may then
be drawn in the first direction from the canister and the crank-
case into the intake manifold using the enhanced intake mani-
fold vacuum. Herein, selectively enhancing the intake mani-
fold vacuum includes enhancing the intake manifold vacuum
when intake manifold pressure is a threshold distance from
barometric pressure.

Turning now to FIG. 6, an alternate embodiment 600 of
example engine system 100 of FIG. 1 is shown where the first
aspirator 116 draws fuel vapors from crankcase 114 via oil
separator 96, the fuel vapors bypassing crankcase ventilation
valve 28. Since the crankcase ventilation valve 28 is not in the
flow path of the fuel vapors exiting the crankcase towards first
aspirator 116, crankcase ventilation valve 28 may not con-
strain (e.g., limit) the flow rate of fuel vapors from crankcase
114 into first aspirator 116. It will be noted that the canister 22
and associated piping are not depicted in FIG. 6 (or FIGS. 7
and 8) for the sake of simplicity. Further, multiple compo-
nents depicted in embodiment 600 of FIG. 6 may be similar to
those introduced in FIG. 1. Accordingly, these components
are numbered the same and are not re-introduced.

Similar to engine system 100 of FIG. 1, first aspirator
control valve 122 positioned in series with first aspirator 116
may regulate a flow rate of compressed air flowing through
first aspirator 116. Air flowing through first aspirator 116 via
first conduit 138 may enable generation of vacuum at first
aspirator 116. Thus, first aspirator control valve 122 may
control vacuum generation at first aspirator 116 by regulating
the flow of air through first conduit 138. As such, first aspi-
rator control valve 122 may be maintained open constantly
through engine operation except when turbocharger spool-up
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is desired, e.g. during high acceleration conditions. In one
example, first aspirator control valve 122 is closed only when
avehicle operator initially applies an accelerator pedal. In this
way, during boosted conditions, vacuum is drawn at the first
aspirator using compressor bypass flow. In some embodi-
ments, first aspirator control valve 122 may not be included.
Herein, air flow through first conduit 138 may occur every
time there is a pressure difference in the intake passage 142
between post-compressor region (e.g., part of intake passage
downstream of compressor 14) and inlet of compressor 14
(e.g., part of intake passage 142 upstream of compressor 14).

The first aspirator 116 may be fluidly coupled with oil
separator 96 of crankcase 114 via first ventilation conduit 680
and second ventilation conduit 684. Check valve 51 coupled
to a vacuum inlet of first aspirator 116 may block backflow
from first aspirator 116 to crankcase 114 along second ven-
tilation conduit 684. Check valve 51 may be optional. As
shown, first ventilation conduit 680 and second ventilation
conduit 684 meet at node 612. Third ventilation conduit 682
is also depicted merging with first ventilation conduit 680 and
second ventilation conduit 684 at node 612. In other words,
first ventilation conduit 680 exiting out of crankcase 114 via
oil separator 96 may split into second ventilation conduit 684
and third ventilation conduit 682 at node 612. Put another
way, third ventilation conduit 682 and second ventilation
conduit 684 merge into first ventilation conduit 680 at node
612.

Crankcase ventilation valve 28 is positioned in third ven-
tilation conduit 682 downstream of node 612 and therefore,
may regulate flow of fuel vapors along third ventilation con-
duit 682 alone. Thus, crankcase ventilation valve 28 may not
regulate flow of fuel vapors from crankcase 114 through
second ventilation conduit 683. Specifically, the flow of fuel
vapors from crankcase 114 into first aspirator 116 may not be
controlled by crankcase ventilation valve 28. Thus, when first
aspirator control valve 122 enables compressed air flow
through first aspirator 116 and a vacuum is generated at first
aspirator 116, fuel vapors from crankcase 114 may be drawn
into first aspirator 116 via oil separator 96, through first
ventilation conduit 680, past node 612, and through second
ventilation conduit 684 across check valve 51. Specifically,
fresh air may flow from downstream of air cleaner 33 and
upstream of compressor 14 into vent tube 178 and then into
crankcase 114 at inlet port 616 of crankcase 114. This fresh
air may then exit the crankcase 114 along with fuel vapors in
crankcase 114 through oil separator 96 at outlet port 618, and
into first ventilation conduit 680. During boosted conditions
when MAP>BP, such as when MAP is substantially equal to
throttle inlet pressure (TIP) as measured by TIP sensor 660,
fuel vapors from crankcase 114 may flow into first aspirator
116 while bypassing crankcase ventilation valve 28, as
described earlier. As such, in that particular condition, the
crankcase 114 may be evacuated of fuel vapors without being
controlled by the crankcase ventilation valve 28. Further, fuel
vapors from the crankcase may not flow into third ventilation
conduit 682 when MAP is greater than BP. Further still, check
valve 54 may block the flow of air from intake manifold 144
into crankcase 114.

TIP sensor 660, as shown in FIG. 6, may be positioned
along intake passage 142 downstream of compressor 14 and
upstream of intake throttle 20. TIP sensor 660 may provide an
estimate of boost pressure.

During cruising conditions, the engine may be operating
with lower boost levels (as measured by TIP sensor 660).
Further, when the engine is operating with reduced boost, the
intake throttle 20 may be partly closed allowing MAP to be
lower than BP. Thus, during conditions when TIP is greater
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than BP, MAP may be lower than BP based on the position of
the intake throttle. As such, shallow vacuum (e.g., 10 kPa
gauge pressure) conditions may exist in the intake manifold
144. Shallow intake manifold vacuum conditions may
include MAP being lower than BP within a threshold, e.g.,
BP-MAP<Threshold. In other words, shallow vacuum in the
intake manifold may exist when MAP is lower than BP by a
threshold limit. The threshold, in one example, may be 15 kPa
gauge. Herein, intake manifold vacuum may be a vacuum
level that is between 0 and 15 kPa. In another example, the
threshold may be 20 kPa gauge. Herein, intake manifold
vacuum level may be between 0 and 20 kPa. Thus, intake
manifold vacuum that is higher than the threshold may not be
considered shallow vacuum. It will be noted that vacuum may
also be referred to as negative pressure.

When a shallow vacuum is produced in intake manifold
144 downstream of intake throttle 20, the crankcase ventila-
tion valve 28 may be opened to allow additional fuel vapors to
flow into intake manifold 144 via third ventilation conduit
682 and through check valve 54 coupled in third ventilation
conduit 682. For example, in the case of the crankcase ven-
tilation valve being a valve that varies its flow restriction in
response to the pressure drop across it, the shallow vacuum in
intake manifold 144 may produce a larger opening in crank-
case ventilation valve 28.

In one example configuration, the crankcase ventilation
valve 28 may include a substantially conic member (also
termed, cone) arranged within a valve housing, where the
cone is oriented within the valve housing such that its tapered
end faces an end of the valve housing which communicates
with the intake manifold. When there is no vacuum in the
intake manifold, for example during engine off conditions, a
spring keeps the base of the cone seated against the end of the
valve housing which communicates with the crankcase, such
that the crankcase ventilation (CV) valve is fully closed.

When there is a high level of vacuum (e.g., vacuum deeper
than 50 kPa) in the intake manifold, for example under engine
idle or deceleration conditions, the cone moves within the
valve housing towards the intake manifold end of the valve
housing due to the significant increase in intake manifold
vacuum. At this time, the crankcase ventilation valve is sub-
stantially closed, and crankcase vapors move through a small
annular opening between the cone and the valve housing.
Since a smaller amount of blow-by gases may be produced
during engine idle or deceleration conditions, the smaller
annular opening may be adequate for crankcase ventilation.

When intake manifold vacuum is lower (e.g., 15 to 50 kPa)
such as during part-throttle operation, the cone moves closer
to the crankcase end of the valve housing, and crankcase
ventilation flow moves through a larger annular opening
between the cone and the valve housing. At this time, the
crankcase ventilation valve may be partially open. During
part-throttle operation, there may be an increased amount of
blow-by gases in the crankcase relative to engine idle or
deceleration conditions, and thus the larger annular opening
may be appropriate for crankcase ventilation.

Finally, a further decrease in intake manifold vacuum to
shallower vacuum levels, such as during cruising conditions
(e.g., 0to 15 kPa), moves the cone considerably closer to the
crankcase end of the valve housing, and crankcase ventilation
flow moves through an even larger annular opening between
the cone and the valve housing. At this time, the crankcase
ventilation valve (e.g., crankcase ventilation valve 28) may be
fully open, such that crankcase ventilation flow through the
crankcase ventilation valve is higher (e.g., at a maximum).
Thus, in this example configuration of the crankcase ventila-
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tion valve, as the pressure drop across the crankcase ventila-
tion valve decreases, an opening of the crankcase ventilation
valve may increase.

By increasing an opening of the crankcase ventilation
valve 28, additional fuel vapor flow may be allowed there-
through from crankcase 114. These additional fuel vapors
flowing through crankcase ventilation valve 28 via third ven-
tilation conduit 682 may enter intake manifold 144 directly
(e.g., without flowing through first aspirator 116, or without
entering the inlet of compressor 14) at a location 617 that is
downstream of intake throttle 20.

It will be noted that additional fuel vapors from crankcase
114 flowing directly into intake manifold 144 downstream of
intake throttle 20 via third ventilation conduit 682 may flow at
the same time that fuel vapors from crankcase 114 flow
through first aspirator 116 to the inlet of compressor 14 via
first conduit 138. To elaborate, during cruising conditions
when the engine is operating with lower boost levels but with
shallow vacuum levels in the intake manifold, fuel vapors
from crankcase 114 may be evacuated concurrently via two
paths: via first aspirator 116 to inlet of compressor 14 through
first conduit 138 and via crankcase ventilation valve 28
directly into intake manifold 144 through third ventilation
conduit 682. To further elaborate, during cruising conditions,
fresh air entering crankcase 114 via vent tube 178 at inlet port
616 may exit crankcase 114 at outlet port 618 via oil separator
96 along with fuel vapors in crankcase 114. At node 612, a
first portion of fuel vapors may flow into second ventilation
conduit 684 towards first aspirator 116 while a second portion
(e.g., remaining portion) of fresh air and fuel vapors exiting
crankcase 114 may flow into third ventilation conduit 682,
through crankcase ventilation valve 28 and enter the intake
manifold 144 directly. Alternative embodiments may include
crankcase ventilation valve 28 28 located in first ventilation
conduit 680 instead of in third ventilation conduit 682.

In this way, during boosted engine conditions (e.g. when
TIP>CIP) and when a shallow vacuum is present in the intake
manifold (e.g., 0-15 kPa), additional fuel vapors from the
crankcase may flow along a low restriction path towards the
intake manifold. Further still, at the same time, fuel vapors
from the crankcase may also flow to the first aspirator allow-
ing a faster reduction in fuel vapors from the crankcase.

Turning now to FIG. 7, it shows an alternative embodiment
700 similar to the embodiments of FIG. 2 and FIG. 6. As in
FIG. 2, embodiment 700 of FIG. 7 includes second aspirator
216 coupled across intake throttle 20 within throttle bypass
238. As in FIG. 2, throttle bypass valve 222 may be opened to
divert a portion of intake air received from compressor 14
from upstream of intake throttle 20, through conduit 238, to
intake manifold 144, downstream of intake throttle 20. Air
flowing through throttle bypass 238 may flow from an inlet of
second aspirator 216 to an outlet of second aspirator 216.
Flow through second aspirator 216 may be harnessed into
vacuum that is drawn from a vacuum inlet of second aspirator
216. This vacuum may be applied to crankcase ventilation
valve 28 to draw fuel vapors from crankcase 114.

FIG. 7 includes multiple components introduced in
embodiment 600 of FIG. 6 and embodiment 200 of FIG. 2.
Accordingly, these components are numbered the same and
are not re-introduced.

The vacuum generated at second aspirator 216 may be used
in conjunction with the intake manifold vacuum during con-
ditions when MAP is lower than BP (e.g., non-boosted con-
ditions and boosted conditions when MAP is lower than BP)
to draw fuel vapors from the crankcase into the intake mani-
fold 144. Check valve 70 coupled to the vacuum inlet of
second aspirator 216 prevents backtflow from second aspira-
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tor 216 to crankcase 114. Aspirator vacuum may enhance
intake manifold vacuum, particularly when shallow manifold
vacuum levels exist in the intake manifold. As in FIG. 2, fuel
vapors flowing through crankcase ventilation valve 28 from
crankcase 114 may enter intake manifold 144 downstream of
intake throttle 20 via one of two paths: via second aspirator
216 along throttle bypass 238, and via check valve 54 through
conduit 738.

Similar to FIG. 6, first aspirator 116 is fluidly coupled to
crankcase 114 via second ventilation conduit 684 and first
ventilation conduit 680. Further still, fuel vapors may flow
from crankcase 114 to first aspirator 116 without flowing
through crankcase ventilation valve 28.

In the embodiment 700 of FIG. 7, fuel vapor flow from
crankcase 114 during boosted conditions with MAP>BP and
during non-boosted conditions (e.g., when TIP=BP) may be
the same as those described earlier in reference to FIGS. 1and
2. However, during conditions when TIP is higher than BP but
MAP is lower than BP, e.g., lower levels of boost with shallow
intake manifold vacuum levels, fuel vapor purge from crank-
case 114 may occur along three paths: via first aspirator 116,
via second aspirator 216, and via conduit 738. Thus, during
shallow intake manifold vacuum levels, the second aspirator
216 may enhance intake manifold vacuum levels by generat-
ing vacuum from throttle bypass flow along throttle bypass
238. Thus, both intake manifold vacuum and vacuum from
second aspirator 216 may draw fuel vapors from crankcase
114 through crankcase ventilation valve 28 into intake mani-
fold 144. As such, the crankcase ventilation valve 28 may be
open during shallow vacuum in the intake manifold, as
explained earlier, enabling fuel vapor flow therethrough.

To elaborate, during conditions when the engine is operat-
ing boosted with shallow intake manifold vacuum, fuel
vapors flowing from crankcase 114 exit out of outlet port 618
through oil separator 96 into first ventilation conduit 680, and
at node 612, a first portion of fuel vapors flows into second
ventilation conduit 684 and into first aspirator 116, and
thereon into the inlet of compressor 14 (or upstream of com-
pressor 14). Simultaneously, remaining portion of fuel vapors
(e.g., fuel vapors that do not flow into second ventilation
conduit 684) may flow from node 612 into third ventilation
conduit 682 and through crankcase ventilation valve 28. A
second portion of this remaining portion of fuel vapors may
flow into second aspirator 216 via check valve 70 and thereon
into intake manifold 144 downstream of intake throttle 20
while a third portion of this remaining portion of fuel vapors
may flow directly into intake manifold 144 via conduit 738 to
location 617. In other words, fuel vapors exiting the crank-
case may be directed to each of the first aspirator 116, the
second aspirator 216, and directly into the intake manifold via
conduit 738 at the same time.

Throttle bypass valve 222 may be optional and when
throttle bypass valve 222 is not present, air flow in throttle
bypass 238 occurs due to a difference in throttle inlet pressure
and intake manifold pressure (e.g., MAP).

An example system may, thus, comprise, an engine includ-
ing an intake manifold, a compressor positioned in an intake
passage for providing a boosted aircharge, a compressor
bypass passage coupled around the compressor, the compres-
sor bypass passage including a compressor bypass valve, a
first aspirator coupled to the compressor bypass passage, a
throttle coupled in the intake passage, a throttle bypass pas-
sage coupled around the throttle, the throttle bypass passage
including a throttle bypass valve, a second aspirator coupled
to the throttle bypass passage, a crankcase, an outlet port of
the crankcase coupled fluidly to each of the first aspirator, the
second aspirator, and the intake manifold, a crankcase venti-
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lation (CV) valve regulating flow between the outlet port of
the crankcase and each of the second aspirator and the intake
manifold, the CV valve not regulating flow of vapors between
the outlet port of the crankcase and the first aspirator.

The system may further comprise a controller configured
with computer readable instructions stored on non-transitory
memory for, during a first condition, flowing compressed air
from downstream of the compressor to upstream of the com-
pressor through the compressor bypass passage, generating a
vacuum at the first aspirator, and using the vacuum to draw
fuel vapors from the outlet port of the crankcase into the first
aspirator, and during a second condition, flowing air from
upstream of the throttle to downstream of the throttle via the
throttle bypass passage, generating a vacuum at the second
aspirator, and using the vacuum to draw supplementary fuel
vapors from the outlet port of the crankcase into the second
aspirator, and then into the intake manifold, while continuing
to draw fuel vapors from the outlet port of the crankcase into
the first aspirator. The first condition may include boosted
conditions and intake manifold pressure higher than baromet-
ric pressure, and the second condition may include boosted
conditions and intake manifold pressure lower than baromet-
ric pressure. The fuel vapors flowing into the first aspirator
may be directed to an inlet of the compressor before flowing
into the intake manifold. Further, during the second condi-
tion, additional fuel vapors may also flow from the crankcase
directly into the intake manifold via the CV valve while
bypassing each of the first aspirator and the second aspirator.

FIG. 8 presents yet another alternative embodiment 800
which is similar to embodiment 700 of FIG. 7 and embodi-
ment 200 of FIG. 2. As such, multiple components depicted in
embodiment 800 of FIG. 8 may be similar to those introduced
in FIG. 7 and FIG. 2. Accordingly, these components are
numbered the same and are not re-introduced.

Embodiment 800 includes second aspirator 216 coupled in
throttle bypass 838. Throttle bypass 838 includes throttle
bypass valve 828 which may be similar to crankcase ventila-
tion valve 28 of previous embodiments. Thus, throttle bypass
flow may be regulated by an opening of throttle bypass valve
828. In one example, such as that described earlier, the open-
ing of throttle bypass valve 828 may vary with a difference in
pressure across the throttle bypass valve 828.

Embodiment 800 also includes an orifice 814 coupled
along conduit 820 which may regulate flow of fuel vapors
along conduit 820. Check valve 854 arranged in series with
orifice 814 allows flow of fuel vapors from crankcase 114
towards intake manifold 144 (to location 617) and may block
flow from intake manifold 144 towards crankcase 114. As
such, orifice 814 may allow a smaller flow rate of fuel vapors
during deep vacuum (e.g., higher levels of vacuum) in the
intake manifold. In other words, orifice 814 may function as
a sonic choke that meters the flow of crankcase gases directly
into the intake manifold 144. If orifice 814 is not present, the
flow of crankcase gases directly into the intake manifold may
become higher than desired whereupon the engine may
receive more air and/or more fuel vapor than it requires lead-
ing to performance issues. However, if a lower amount of
crankcase gases is received into the intake manifold (such as
when the orifice 814 is metering crankcase gas flow), a
desired air-fuel ratio can be obtained by either opening the
throttle 20 for increased air flow rate and/or increasing fuel
injection for increased fuel flow rate.

It will be appreciated that in the depicted example embodi-
ment of FIG. 8, throttle bypass valve 828 is positioned down-
stream of second aspirator 216. By arranging the throttle
bypass valve 828 as shown (downstream of second aspirator
216), gases from crankcase 114 may not bypass orifice 814



US 9,359,923 B2

19

even when throttle bypass valve 828 is closed. In other words,
when throttle bypass valve 828 is closed, vapors from crank-
case 114 may not be drawn into second aspirator 216 via
check valve 70.

Similar to FIGS. 6 and 7, fuel vapors from the crankcase
114 may flow to first aspirator 116 when the engine is oper-
ating boosted (MAP>BP and TIP>BP) while bypassing
throttle bypass valve 828. During boosted conditions, there
may be no flow of fuel vapors from the crankcase through
second aspirator 216, throttle bypass valve 828, or orifice 814.
During non-boosted conditions, e.g., TIP=BP and MAP<BP,
deeper levels of vacuum may be present in the intake mani-
fold allowing fuel vapors to flow through orifice 814 into
intake manifold 144. Additionally, throttle bypass valve 828
may be opened allowing air to flow from upstream of throttle
20 to downstream of throttle 20 through throttle bypass 838
and second aspirator 216. Vacuum generated at second aspi-
rator 216 due to this throttle bypass flow may draw fuel vapors
and gases from crankcase 114 into second aspirator 216 and
through throttle bypass valve 828 into intake manifold 144
downstream of throttle 20. During non-boosted conditions,
fuel vapors from the crankcase may not flow into first aspi-
rator 116.

During lower levels of boost occurring concurrently with
shallow levels of intake manifold vacuum, fuel vapors from
the crankcase may flow at the same time to each of first
aspirator 116, second aspirator 216, and orifice 814. To elabo-
rate, fresh air drawn along vent tube 178 from upstream of
compressor 14 into crankcase 114 at inlet port 616 may purge
fuel vapors in the crankcase through oil separator 96 at outlet
port 618 into first ventilation conduit 680. At node 612, a first
portion of fuel vapors (and fresh air) may flow through second
ventilation conduit 682 towards first aspirator 116, while
remaining portion of fuel vapors flows into conduit 882. Next
at node 812, a second portion of fuel vapors may be diverted
into conduit 816 towards second aspirator 216, and through
throttle bypass valve 828 into intake passage 142 downstream
of intake throttle 20 at location 617. Further still, a third
portion of fuel vapors (of the remaining portion) at node 812
may flow through orifice 814 and conduit 820 directly into
intake manifold 144 at location 617, while bypassing throttle
bypass valve 828. During shallow levels of intake manifold
vacuum, the orifice 814 may allow a smaller flow rate relative
to that at the second aspirator 216 and throttle bypass valve
828. In other words, fuel vapors exiting the crankcase 114
during cruising conditions may be directed to each of the first
aspirator 116, the second aspirator 216, and directly into the
intake manifold via orifice 814 at the same time.

In this way, fuel vapors in the crankcase may be purged
using intake manifold vacuum as well as vacuum generated at
each of the first aspirator and the second aspirator. By pro-
viding additional vacuum than that available in the intake
manifold, the crankcase may be purged more effectively and
completely even during shallow levels of intake manifold
vacuum.

Thus, an example method for a boosted engine may com-
prise, during boosted conditions, generating a vacuum at a
first ejector using compressor bypass air flow, applying the
vacuum to a crankcase to draw fuel vapors into the first
ejector, and during cruising conditions and while drawing the
vapors to the first ejector, flowing additional fuel vapors from
the crankcase to the intake manifold in the first direction via
a crankcase ventilation valve. The fuel vapors from the crank-
case may be drawn into the first ejector without flowing
through the crankcase ventilation valve. Further, cruising
conditions may include boosted conditions wherein intake
manifold pressure is lower than barometric pressure. In one
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example, the pressure in the intake manifold may be lower
than barometric pressure within a threshold. During cruising
conditions, the additional fuel vapors from the crankcase may
be routed to the intake manifold directly, e.g., without flowing
through an inlet of the compressor. The method may further
comprise, during cruising conditions, drawing the additional
fuel vapors into a second ejector (e.g., such as second aspi-
rator 216), the second ejector coupled across an intake
throttle. Herein, drawing the additional fuel vapors into the
second ejector may include using vacuum generated at the
second ejector to draw the additional fuel vapors into the
second ejector, the vacuum generated via throttle bypass tlow
through the second ejector. Furthermore, during the cruising
conditions, the additional fuel vapors from the crankcase may
be routed to the intake manifold via the second ejector. The
method may also comprise, during non-boosted conditions,
enhancing intake manifold vacuum by drawing vacuum at the
second ejector using intake throttle bypass flow, and applying
the vacuum to the crankcase for drawing fuel vapors. Addi-
tionally, the method may also include during non-boosted
conditions, not flowing fuel vapors from the crankcase into
the first ejector. Further still, the method may also comprise
blocking air flow from the first ejector to the crankcase via a
check valve. Herein, fuel vapors flowing to the first ejector
and the additional fuel vapors flowing to the intake manifold
exit the crankcase via a common outlet, such as oil separator
96 at outlet port 618.

Turning now to FIG. 9, it depicts an example routine 900
illustrating crankcase ventilation during different engine con-
ditions. In particular, routine 900 describes ventilation of the
crankcase during conditions the engine is boosted but at lower
levels of boost with MAP being lower than barometric pres-
sure. As such, routine 900 will be described with relation to
the systems shown in FIGS. 6, 7, and 8, but it should be
understood that similar routines may be used with other sys-
tems without departing from the scope of this disclosure.
Instructions for carrying out routine 900 may be executed by
a controller, such as controller 12 of FIG. 1 (and FIGS. 6, 7,
and 8), based on instructions stored on a memory of the
controller and in conjunction with signals received from sen-
sors of the engine system, such as the sensors described above
with reference to FIGS. 1, 6, 7, and 8. The controller may
employ engine actuators of the engine system, such as the
actuators of FIGS. 1, 6, 7, and 8, to adjust engine operation,
according to the routine described below.

At 902, routine 900 estimates and/or measures existing
engine operating parameters. These may include, for
example, an engine speed, engine temperature, catalyst tem-
perature, MAP, MAF, BP, TIP, etc. Next, at 904, routine 900
may determine if the engine is operating with boosted condi-
tions. Specifically, it may be determined if TIP and MAP are
each higher than barometric pressure (BP). If not, the engine
may be operating with non-boosted conditions (e.g., wherein
TIP is substantially equal to BP and MAP is lower than BP).
Accordingly, routine 900 proceeds to 906 to continue to 512
of routine 500 described earlier. As such, intake manifold
vacuum (and optionally, vacuum at the second aspirator) may
be used to draw fuel vapors from the crankcase and fuel vapor
canister. Routine 900 then ends.

If boosted conditions are confirmed at 904, routine 900
continues to 908 to determine if the MAP is lower than BP
during boosted conditions. For example, the engine may be
operating with lower levels of boost (as measured by the TIP
sensor) and a shallow level of vacuum in the intake manifold
(as measured by the MAP sensor). As such, the engine may be
cruising.
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If not, routine 900 progresses to 910 to determine that the
engine is operating under boosted conditions with MAP
higher than BP. Accordingly, at 912, routine 900 continues to
508 of routine 500 described earlier. Herein, vacuum may be
generated at the first aspirator by flowing boosted air through
the first aspirator, and this vacuum may be applied to the
crankcase and the canister to draw fuel vapors into the first
aspirator. These fuel vapors may be directed at first to the inlet
of'the compressor and then into the intake manifold. Routine
900 then ends.

If, however, it is determined at 908, that MAP is lower than
BP while boosted operation occurs (e.g., TIP is higher than
BP), routine 900 progresses to 914 wherein crankcase vapors
(e.g. fuel vapors in crankcase, also termed crankcase gases)
are streamed to each of the inlet of the compressor and
directly into the intake manifold at the same time, as
described earlier in reference to FIG. 6. Specifically, at 916,
intake manifold vacuum may be utilized to draw fuel vapors
from the crankcase into the intake manifold directly, such as
via third ventilation conduit 682 of FIG. 6. Simultaneously, at
918, boosted air may be streamed through first aspirator 116
via first conduit 138 to generate a vacuum at the first aspirator.
In one example, the compressor bypass valve may be opened
to allow compressed air to flow into first conduit 138. Vacuum
drawn at the first aspirator 116 may be employed to draw
crankcase gases into the first aspirator and then these fuel
vapors may be directed to the compressor inlet, upstream of
compressor 14. As such, fuel vapors drawn from the crank-
case to the first aspirator bypass (e.g., do not flow through) the
crankcase ventilation valve. However, crankcase gases flow-
ing directly into the intake manifold via third ventilation
conduit 682 flow through the crankcase ventilation valve.

At 920, in the alternate embodiments depicted in FIGS. 7
and 8, shallow intake manifold vacuum may be enhanced by
flowing a portion of intake air from upstream of intake throttle
20 through throttle bypass 238 (or throttle bypass 838 and
throttle bypass valve 828 in FIG. 8) and through second
aspirator 216. Next, at 922, vacuum generated at second
aspirator 216 by throttle bypass flow in conduit 238 (and
throttle bypass 838 in FIG. 8) may be used to draw a portion
of crankcase vapors from the crankcase into the second aspi-
rator. Further, fuel vapors drawn into the second aspirator
may then be directed to intake manifold 144. In addition to
fuel vapors being drawn into second aspirator, the intake
manifold vacuum may also draw additional fuel vapors
directly into the intake manifold, e.g. past check valve 54
along conduit 738 in FIG. 7 or through orifice 814 in FIG. 8.
As mentioned earlier, the portion of fuel vapors flowing into
the second aspirator and then to intake manifold 144 flow
through the crankcase ventilation valve. Routine 900 then
ends.

Thus, an example method for a boosted engine may com-
prise, when the engine is operating boosted, drawing a first
portion of fuel vapors from a first port (e.g., outlet port 618) of
a crankcase into a first aspirator (e.g., first aspirator 116)
coupled in a compressor bypass passage, the fuel vapors
bypassing a crankcase ventilation (CV) valve, and when pres-
sure in an intake manifold is lower than barometric pressure
while the engine is boosted, using vacuum in the intake mani-
fold to draw a second portion of fuel vapors from the first port
of the crankcase directly into the intake manifold (e.g.,
through third ventilation conduit 682 in FIG. 6, through con-
duit 738 in FIG. 7, or through orifice 814 in FIG. 8), and
drawing a third portion of fuel vapors from the first port of the
crankcase into a second aspirator (such as second aspirator
216) coupled in a throttle bypass passage, the third portion of
fuel vapors flowing through the second aspirator into the
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intake manifold. The second portion of fuel vapors may not
flow through either the first aspirator or the second aspirator,
and wherein each of the second portion of fuel vapors and
third portion of fuel vapors may flow through the CV valve, as
shown in FIG. 7.

The first portion of fuel vapors flowing into the first aspi-
rator may be directed to a compressor inlet and then into the
intake manifold, while each of the second portion of fuel
vapors and the third portion of fuel vapors may enter the
intake manifold without being directed to the compressor
inlet. A vacuum may be generated at the first aspirator by
flowing air through the compressor bypass passage and
through the first aspirator, and wherein, a vacuum may be
generated at the second aspirator by flowing air through the
throttle bypass passage and through the second aspirator. The
method may further comprise, when the engine is not boosted
and the pressure in the intake manifold is lower than baro-
metric pressure, not flowing the first portion of fuel vapors to
the first aspirator, but continuing to flow the second portion of
fuel vapors and third portion of fuel vapors from the crank-
case. The method may also comprise, during boosted condi-
tions and when intake manifold pressure is higher than baro-
metric pressure, not flowing fuel vapors or air through the
crankcase ventilation valve. Specifically, neither the second
portion of fuel vapors nor the third portion of fuel vapors may
flow through the crankcase ventilation valve during boosted
conditions when MAP>BP. Further, during boosted condi-
tions and when intake manifold pressure is higher than baro-
metric pressure, only the first portion of fuel vapors may flow
to the first aspirator.

Referring now to FIG. 10, it portrays map 1000 depicting
an example fuel vapor flow from crankcase during various
engine conditions. Map 1000 includes crankcase ventilation
(CV) flow directly into intake manifold (IM) at plot 1002, CV
flow into second aspirator at plot 1004, CV into first aspirator
at plot 1006, variation in throttle inlet pressure (also termed,
boost pressure) at plot 1008 (small dashes), variation in pres-
sure in the intake manifold (MAP) at plot 1010 (solid line),
engine speed at plot 1012, and a position of the accelerator
pedal at plot 1014. Line 1007 represents barometric pressure
(BP). Thus, the variations in throttle inlet pressure (TIP) and
MAP are depicted relative to each other and BP. The above
plots are plotted along the y-axes while time is plotted along
the x-axis. Further, time increases from the left hand side of
the x-axis to the right hand side of the x-axis. The example
depicted in FIG. 10 may be in reference to the systems shown
in FIG. 7 (and/or FIG. 8).

Between t0 and t1, the engine may be idling as the pedal is
fully released. Accordingly, MAP (solid line of plot 1010)
may be significantly lower than BP while throttle inlet pres-
sure may be substantially similar to BP. Between t0 and t1,
boost pressure may not be produced and therefore, there may
be no CV flow to the first aspirator. However, a smaller rate of
fuel vapor flow may occur directly into the intake manifold
and the second aspirator as indicated by dashed portions 1003
and 1005 in plots 1002 and 1004, respectively. Dashed por-
tions of plots 1002 and 1004 may indicate a lower flow rate as
compared to the solid portion of plots 1002 and 1004. Since
the engine is idling, deeper manifold vacuum is present and
the crankcase ventilation valve may allow a significantly
smaller rate of flow therethrough. As such, during idle the
engine may not desire additional fuel vapors from sources
such as the crankcase or canister. Accordingly, supplemen-
tary fuel flow from the crankcase may be significantly
reduced during idle conditions.

At tl, a tip-in condition may occur with a sudden increase
in torque demand as the operator depresses the pedal com-
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pletely. For example, the vehicle may be accelerated to merge
with traffic on a highway. In response to the increase in torque
demand, the engine speed may rise sharply (plot 1012) as
does the throttle inlet pressure (plot 1008). Manifold pressure
may also be higher than BP during these boosted conditions.
Accordingly, crankcase ventilation flow may be drawn into
the first aspirator at t1 as the first aspirator generates vacuum
during the boosted conditions. Since MAP is higher than BP,
there may be no crankcase ventilation flow through either the
second aspirator or directly into the IM.

Between t1 and t2, boosted conditions continue where the
MAP is greater than BP. Between t1 and t2, the engine speed
may gradually lower such that at t2, cruising conditions may
be attained wherein lower boost levels are generated. Further
still, at t2, MAP reduces below BP. As such, MAP may be
lower than BP by a threshold amount. Accordingly, crankcase
ventilation flow directly into the IM may now occur along
with crankcase ventilation (CV) flow into the second aspira-
tor at the same time. Specifically, vacuum generated at the
first aspirator 116 may draw gases from the crankcase to the
inlet of the compressor 14 while vacuum generated at the
second aspirator 216 may draw additional vapors into the
second aspirator 216 and thereon into intake manifold at
location 617. At the same time, the shallow intake manifold
vacuum may draw additional crankcase gases directly into the
intake manifold (e.g., via conduit 738 of FIG. 7 or via orifice
814 of FIG. 8). Thus, between t2 and t3, when lower boost
levels are present along with shallow intake manifold
vacuum, crankcase ventilation flow may occur to each of the
first aspirator, the second aspirator, and directly into the IM.

At 13, the pedal may be released gradually and the engine
speed may reduce until the engine is idling again. For
example, the vehicle may be exiting the highway. Similar to
the time between t0 and t1, crankcase ventilation flow to the
first aspirator may now be discontinued as boost pressure is
substantially absent between t3 and t4. However, as between
t0 and t1, a smaller amount of crankcase ventilation flow may
occur to the second aspirator and directly into the IM, as
shown by the dashed portions of the plots of 1004 and 1002
respectively.

At t4, the accelerator pedal may be depressed gradually
resulting in a smaller increase in torque demand relative to
that for the tip-in at t1. Herein, engine speed may rise to a
smaller amount and level out while a smaller amount of boost
pressure is produced at t4. For example, the vehicle may be
traveling on city streets. Herein, between t4 and t5, a smaller
level of boost may be provided. Since MAP is higher than BP
between t4 and t5, crankcase ventilation flow may not occur
to either the second aspirator or directly into the IM. However,
fuel vapors from the crankcase may flow to the first aspirator.
At t5, engine speed may reduce as the pedal is released
slightly. In response, throttle inlet pressure is significantly
reduced (e.g., TIP may be substantially equal to BP, as shown)
and MAP is lower than BP. The engine may be operating
under non-boosted conditions from t5. Accordingly, vacuum
may not be generated at the first aspirator and crankcase
ventilation to the first aspirator may no longer occur. How-
ever, fuel vapors from the crankcase may now be drawn into
the second aspirator and directly into the intake manifold.

In this way, crankcase ventilation may be enhanced during
different engine conditions. During boosted conditions,
vacuum generated by compressor bypass flow through the
first aspirator may be harnessed to draw fuel vapors from the
crankcase. During non-boosted conditions, intake manifold
vacuum may be enhanced by a second aspirator to purge the
crankcase more efficiently. Further, during conditions when a
lower level of boost is present along with shallower levels of

10

25

30

40

45

50

24

intake manifold vacuum, the crankcase may be purged to each
of'the first aspirator, the second aspirator (when present), and
directly into the intake manifold. Fuel vapors directed to the
first aspirator may bypass the crankcase ventilation valve
enabling a lower restriction on crankcase ventilation. The
technical effect of providing multiple paths for fuel vapor
purge of the crankcase is that the crankcase may be cleaned
out more effectively and constantly. By flowing fuel vapors
out of the crankcase in a single direction out of a common
outlet port during all engine conditions, system complexity
may be reduced and component reduction benefits are
achieved. As such, expenses may be reduced. Overall, emis-
sions performance is improved without reducing fuel
economy.

In another representation, an example system may com-
prise, an engine including an intake manifold, a compressor
positioned in an intake passage for providing a boosted air-
charge, a compressor bypass passage coupled around the
compressor, the compressor bypass passage including a com-
pressor bypass valve, a first aspirator coupled to the compres-
sor bypass passage, a throttle coupled in the intake passage, a
throttle bypass passage coupled around the throttle, the
throttle bypass passage including a throttle bypass valve, a
second aspirator coupled to the throttle bypass passage, a
crankcase, an outlet port of the crankcase coupled fluidically
to each of the first aspirator via a first passage, the second
aspirator via a second passage, and the intake manifold via a
third passage, and an orifice positioned in the third passage
regulating flow from the outlet port of the crankcase to the
intake manifold. The system may also include a crankcase
ventilation (CV) valve in the throttle bypass passage regulat-
ing flow in the throttle bypass passage, the CV valve not
regulating flow of vapors between the outlet port of the crank-
case and the first aspirator, and the CV valve not regulating
flow of vapors between the outlet port of the crankcase and the
orifice.

Note that the example control and estimation routines
included herein can be used with various engine and/or
vehicle system configurations. The control methods and rou-
tines disclosed herein may be stored as executable instruc-
tions in non-transitory memory and may be carried out by the
control system including the controller in combination with
the various sensors, actuators, and other engine hardware.
The specific routines described herein may represent one or
more of any number of processing strategies such as event-
driven, interrupt-driven, multi-tasking, multi-threading, and
the like. As such, various actions, operations, and/or functions
illustrated may be performed in the sequence illustrated, in
parallel, or in some cases omitted. Likewise, the order of
processing is not necessarily required to achieve the features
and advantages of the example embodiments described
herein, but is provided for ease of illustration and description.
One or more of the illustrated actions, operations and/or
functions may be repeatedly performed depending on the
particular strategy being used. Further, the described actions,
operations and/or functions may graphically represent code
to be programmed into non-transitory memory of the com-
puter readable storage medium in the engine control system,
where the described actions are carried out by executing the
instructions in a system including the various engine hard-
ware components in combination with the electronic control-
ler.

It will be appreciated that the configurations and routines
disclosed herein are exemplary in nature, and that these spe-
cific embodiments are not to be considered in a limiting sense,
because numerous variations are possible. For example, the
above technology can be applied to V-6, 14, 1-6, V-12,
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opposed 4, and other engine types. The subject matter of the
present disclosure includes all novel and non-obvious com-
binations and sub-combinations of the various systems and
configurations, and other features, functions, and/or proper-
ties disclosed herein.

The following claims particularly point out certain combi-
nations and sub-combinations regarded as novel and non-
obvious. These claims may refer to “an” element or “a first”
element or the equivalent thereof. Such claims should be
understood to include incorporation of one or more such
elements, neither requiring nor excluding two or more such
elements. Other combinations and sub-combinations of the
disclosed features, functions, elements, and/or properties
may be claimed through amendment of the present claims or
through presentation of new claims in this or a related appli-
cation. Such claims, whether broader, narrower, equal, or
different in scope to the original claims, also are regarded as
included within the subject matter of the present disclosure.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method for a boosted engine, comprising:

during boosted conditions,

generating a vacuum at a first ejector using compressor
bypass air flow; and

applying the vacuum to a crankcase to draw fuel vapors
into the first ejector;

during cruising conditions and while drawing the fuel

vapors to the first ejector,

flowing additional fuel vapors from the crankcase to an
intake manifold via a crankcase ventilation valve and
drawing the additional fuel vapors into a second elec-
tor, the second elector coupled across an intake
throttle.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein fuel vapors from the
crankcase are drawn into the first ejector without flowing
through the crankcase ventilation valve.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein cruising conditions
include boosted conditions with intake manifold pressure
lower than barometric pressure.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein during cruising condi-
tions, a portion of the additional fuel vapors from the crank-
case is routed to the intake manifold directly.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein drawing the additional
fuel vapors into the second ejector includes using vacuum
generated at the second ejector to draw the additional fuel
vapors into the second ejector, the vacuum generated via
throttle bypass flow through the second ejector.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein during the cruising
conditions, the additional fuel vapors from the crankcase are
routed to the intake manifold via the second ejector.

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising during non-
boosted conditions, enhancing intake manifold vacuum by
drawing vacuum at the second ejector using intake throttle
bypass flow, and applying the vacuum to the crankcase for
drawing fuel vapors.

8. The method of claim 7, further comprising during non-
boosted conditions, not flowing fuel vapors from the crank-
case into the first ejector.

9. The method of claim 1, further comprising blocking air
flow from the first ejector to the crankcase via a check valve.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the fuel vapors flowing
to the first ejector and the additional fuel vapors flowing to the
intake manifold exit the crankcase via a common outlet.

11. A method for an engine that is boosted, comprising:

when the engine is operating boosted, drawing a first por-

tion of fuel vapors from a first port of a crankcase into a
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first aspirator coupled in a compressor bypass passage,
the first portion of fuel vapors bypassing a crankcase
ventilation (CV) valve; and
when pressure in an intake manifold is lower than baro-
metric pressure while the engine is boosted,
using vacuum in the intake manifold to draw a second
portion of fuel vapors from the first port of the crank-
case directly into the intake manifold; and

drawing a third portion of fuel vapors from the first port
of the crankcase into a second aspirator coupled in a
throttle bypass passage, the third portion of fuel
vapors flowing through the second aspirator into the
intake manifold.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the second portion of
fuel vapors does not flow through either the first aspirator or
the second aspirator, and wherein each of the second portion
of fuel vapors and third portion of fuel vapors flows through
the CV valve.

13. The method of claim 11, wherein the first portion of
fuel vapors flowing into the first aspirator is directed to a
compressor inlet and then into the intake manifold, and
wherein the second portion of fuel vapors and the third por-
tion of fuel vapors enter the intake manifold without being
directed to the compressor inlet.

14. The method of claim 11, wherein a vacuum is generated
at the first aspirator by flowing air through the compressor
bypass passage and through the first aspirator, and wherein, a
vacuum is generated at the second aspirator by flowing air
through the throttle bypass passage and through the second
aspirator.

15. The method of claim 11, further comprising when the
engine is not boosted and the pressure in the intake manifold
is lower than barometric pressure, not flowing the first portion
of fuel vapors to the first aspirator, but continuing to flow the
second portion of fuel vapors and third portion of fuel vapors
from the crankcase.

16. The method of claim 11, further comprising, during
boosted conditions and when intake manifold pressure is
higher than barometric pressure, not flowing fuel vapors or air
through the CV valve.

17. A system, comprising:

an engine including an intake manifold;

a compressor positioned in an intake passage for providing
a boosted aircharge;

a compressor bypass passage coupled around the compres-
sor, the compressor bypass passage including a com-
pressor bypass valve;

a first aspirator coupled to the compressor bypass passage;

a throttle coupled in the intake passage;

a throttle bypass passage coupled around the throttle, the
throttle bypass passage including a throttle bypass
valve;

a second aspirator coupled to the throttle bypass passage;

a crankcase;

anoutlet port of the crankcase coupled fluidically to each of
the first aspirator, the second aspirator, and the intake
manifold;

acrankcase ventilation (CV) valve regulating flow between
the outlet port of the crankcase and each of the second
aspirator and the intake manifold, the CV valve not
regulating flow of vapors between the outlet port of the
crankcase and the first aspirator.

18. The system of claim 17, further comprising a controller
configured with computer readable instructions stored on
non-transitory memory for:

during a first condition,
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flowing compressed air from downstream of the com-
pressor to upstream of the compressor through the
compressor bypass passage;
generating a vacuum at the first aspirator; and
using the vacuum to draw fuel vapors from the outlet 5
port of the crankcase into the first aspirator; and
during a second condition,
flowing air from upstream of the throttle to downstream
of the throttle via the throttle bypass passage;
generating a vacuum at the second aspirator; and 10
using the vacuum to draw supplementary fuel vapors
from the outlet port of the crankcase into the second
aspirator, and then into the intake manifold, while
continuing to draw fuel vapors from the outlet port of
the crankcase into the first aspirator. 15
19. The system of claim 18, wherein the first condition
includes boosted conditions and intake manifold pressure
higher than barometric pressure, and wherein the second con-
dition includes boosted conditions and intake manifold pres-
sure lower than barometric pressure. 20
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